PASSS Data Access

Our Data: How it was collected and where to find it

All of the statistical analyses on this site will use data from two real, publicly available datasets. The
first is the Crime Survey for England and Wales 2011-2012. This survey is also sometimes referred to
as the CSEW. The second is the Youth Cohort Study of England and Wales, 2004-2007, also called the
YCS.

Here, you’ll learn more about our datasets and how to access and download them from the UK Data
Service, an ESRC-funded website that allows researchers access to a wide range of different datasets.

We believe that the best way to learn how to do research is using real datasets — not sanitised
versions of data that you will never come across again if you develop your quantitative skills. Data is
messy, with missing data, strange combinations of answers and relationships that you don’t expect.
This can confuse easily, so using unchanged data from the start will help you understand what to do
when you move on to your own research.

The Crime Survey for England and Wales 2011-2012 (CSEW 2011-2012)

Previously known as the British Crime Survey, the Crime Survey for England and Wales (or CSEW) has
been reporting on individual and household perceptions and experiences of crime since 1981. Prior
to 2001, the survey was biennial. In the years since 2001, the survey has been conducted all year
round. Although the survey cycles and study name have changed, the format of the survey has
remained the same since its inception. Respondents are first asked to complete a non-victim
guestionnaire concerning their experiences with crime in the 12 months previous to their
participation in the survey. This questionnaire includes topics such as performance of the criminal
justice system, plastic card fraud, mass-marketing fraud, perceptions of crime, mobile and bicycle
crime, demographics and media, and anti-social behaviour.

In addition, the respondents are randomly assigned to one of four additional survey modules, in
which they are asked questions specific to each module:

Module A: experiences of the police
Module B: attitudes to the criminal justice system
Module C: crime prevention and security
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Module D: ad-hoc crime topics

If a respondent has been the victim of crime, they are then asked to complete a victim questionnaire
covering the emotional, social, and financial consequences of their experience.

At the beginning of 2009, general non-victim and specific victim questionnaires for children ages 10-
15 were introduced.

Youth Cohort Study of England and Wales, 2004-2007

The Youth Cohort Study of England and Wales (or YCS) began in 1985, using survey questionnaires to
collect information about the educational goals and achievements of young people both during and
after secondary school. The young people surveyed are drawn from schools all over England and
Wales, and are selected for the YCS when they are 16 years old in Year 11. The data in the YCS is
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collected once a year, with answers from each year’s questionnaire stored as a “sweep,” so that all
the information from the first year of a cohort is labelled “Sweep 1,” information from the second
year is “Sweep 2,” and so on.

The YCS is broken up into cohorts based on what year the young people started participating in the
study. The YCS dataset we’ll be using is from Cohort 12, which began in 2004. This dataset contains
variables from the first four sweeps of the survey, and follows the young people from age 16 to age
20.

Accessing the Datasets

The UK Data Service provides researchers online access to many large-scale social surveys, allowing
the investigation of various dimensions of social life in the UK. Fortunately, both the Crime Survey
for England and Wales 2011-2012 and the Youth Cohort Study of England and Wales, 2004-2007 are
among the social surveys available for download from the UK Data Service website. Dataset
download from the UK Data Service is absolutely free. The only thing you must do in order to gain
access to these datasets is create an account and register your research with the UK Data Service.

Registering at the UK Data Service

To begin, go to www.ukdataservice.ac.uk, and select Register on the upper right of the screen.

About us Get data Use data Manage data Deposit data News and Events

Welcome to v
the UK Data \ .
Service I é publications.

Your resource for quality O pata @ Website

social research data

A unified point of access to data
from ESDS, Census Programme,

Secure Data Senvice and others
STOP

Next, click Login to the UK Data Service.

Login to the UK Data Service

Login to the UK Data Service tglaccess data including UK Census data. If you are a new user you will be
Sesagio reoistar Bofoog T able to access our data.

If you need help logging in or registering, see: How to access

For approved researchers using secure access data

Use the Member Login which is only available to researchers who have successfully applied for access to
restricted data which cannot be downloaded. New users should visit our secure access To join us page.
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You'll be prompted to enter the organization through which you’d like to gain access to the data.
This is very often a college or university. Enter the organization and click Continue.

Which organisation would you like to sign in with?

will appear below:

Type the name of your organisation

Meed help logging in?
or Let me choose from a list

You will be prompted to enter your university or college username and password. (If you’re not
affiliated with a university and do not have an approved institutional login, you can apply for a UK
Data Archive username here: http://www.data-archive.ac.uk/sign-up/credentials-application). Next,

just complete the registration form, including the acceptance of terms. You will receive an email
confirmation of your registration, which includes a link you’ll need to follow to fully complete
registration.

Downloading Datasets

Once you've received the confirmation email and followed the link to complete your registration,
you can immediately search for and download new datasets. Now you can access the CSEW and YCS
and download the data for your research. Go to http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk, and enter
Crime Survey for England and Wales 2011-2012 (or Youth Cohort Study of England and Wales,
2004-2007) into the search bar.

UKDataService About us Get data Use data Manage data Deposit data Hews and Events

Y Discover

>

|I/’

Discover

® Discover
Variable and question arch anc c . studies, and related publications.
bank B

Type + @ Crime Suney for England and Wales 2011-2012 [ c0)
Subject +

J— Reset filters Clear search | Auto-complete ‘ Help
Date +

w NEW USERS ¢« MOST POPULAR PAGES # CONNECTWITHUS

Advice for new users Discover data and resources <] f
Frequently asked questions Key data by type Contact Twitter Facebook
Ask a question How to access data

Because the CSEW is a survey split into several different modules across two age groups (children
ages 10-15 and adults ages 16 and older), there are several different CSEW datasets available for
download. Some of these are comprehensive, spanning years of survey data. Other sets are Teaching
Datasets — these have been modified by different people for the purposes of their own teaching.
However, because it is useful to start from scratch with the full dataset and as it’s beneficial to
modify the data to suit your own research question, it’s helpful to download the full dataset. The
one we will be using for our analyses here is SN 7252 Crime Survey for England and Wales 2011-
2012, which includes all information collected across all questionnaires and the four specific
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modules. The YCS dataset we'll be using is SN 5830 Youth Cohort Study of England and Wales. In
order to follow along with the analyses we perform in each section, make sure you select the correct

datasets!

©» SN 7252 Crime Survey for England and Wales, 2011-2012
Office for Mational Statistics

4 Fullrecord...

% Download/Order | Get full DD XML | Similar data collections

Once you've found the dataset you want to use, click on the Download/Order link under the name
of the dataset. Before you can download, you’ll need to register a new use of data. Clicking this link
will take you to a registration form, where you’ll enter the intended use of the data (in our case,
non-commercial), a usage title such as “Quantitative Methods Online Tutorial,” and a brief, 30-word

description of the data usage.

In addition, at the end of the form, you’ll need to select the categories that best fit your research
project. Suppose you were doing university research into the impact of neighbourhood policing on

the perception of crime. You could select categories like “General,” and “Research” under the
Education tab, “Crime and law enforcement” under the Law, crime and legal system tab, and
“Population studies” under the Population, vital statistics and censuses tab.

Teaching

Select the checkbox if this use of data is for teaching purposes within the academic

aducation sector.
Select subject category:
Economics +
Education —

- 4] General
- ¥ Higher and further

Literacy

Primary, pre-primary and secondary
- || Research

School leaving

Teaching profession

Employment and labour +

Environment, conservation and land use +
Health +

History +

Housing
Industry and management +

Law, crime and legal systems —

- [4] Crime and law enforcement

Legislation and legal systems

Media, communication and language +

Politics +
Population, vital statistics and censuses -

Migration
Morbidity and mortality
Population censuses

— | population studies
Vital statistics

Psychology
Reference and instructional resources +

Regular opinion polls
Science and technology

Society and culture +

Social stratification and groupings +

Social welfare policy and systems +

Travel and transport

When the form is complete, click Go at the bottom of the page. Now, you’ll be able to see your data

usage registrations. Click on the title of your data usage registration (in this case: “Quantitative
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Methods Online Tutorial,” or whatever you have chosen to call your registration). This should take
you to the download screen, where you’ll be able to download your dataset.

Select Download

Us= the downisad eslumn bv download rew or request for dewnloed or the offser media oolumn o 2.
requesi dats on €. &dd more datasels (o this wage below._

N Study Deseription Status| Downloss DB OWE

Crme & for Brslamd snd Walss, 3011 -
73532 2‘:\!' ey gl 3 Wales E_H;]'.'.,T|I-c|ad

GO

and then | accept to accept the licence agreement.

End User Licence Reminder for SN : 7252

Conditions of Use

I unde=rstand that the== dats ar= supplisd under the UK Dats Archivne End Ussr Lio=noe. I agre= to abide by the
o= amd conditions of the Licmmnos.

[ laccept | [ I do not accept |

Once you have accepted the conditions of use, you will be provided with a list of several formats in
which the data is available. The examples on this site will be done using SPSS, so if you’re planning
on using the data you download to follow the tutorials provided here, click on SPSS to begin
downloading the data in the right format.

You hawve s=i=zcted to download the following datas=t -
SM: 7252 Crime Survey for England and Wales, 2011-2012

For Usage -

Ussge number; 76236

Usege title: Quantitative Methods in Criminology
Intended use: NON-COMMERCIAL

Under "Format download’ click on youwr chosen format betton, You must choose to "Save this file to disk'.

Se= Download and format help il you have problems downloading and for advic= on choice of formats, file
contents, and uncipping the compressed zip fil=.

Format . File
Filename _
download size
20.54
TIE25P55_ATEB54TERADATOFEC1AT1D4EBS188AAD ZIF e
p 21.50
STATA T2525TATAD_SE_SSEBAG228B228DF2016D995C1C2SIFERZIF |
TAB T252TAB_T4DUESECBE5S0TY5B565318CETEBF3FFTB.ZIP :“:3‘5

Click Save, making sure to save the data files in an easily accessible location.
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File Download ]

Do you want to open or save this file?

4 MName: ...PS5_AT79B54793ADATOFEC1A11D4EBI198AAD zZip
i Type: Compressed (zipped) Folder, 20 4MB
From: www.esds.ac.uk

Open ] [ Save ] [ Cancel

Always ask before opening this type of file

= N I While files from the Intemet can be useful, some files can potentially
e ham your computer. f you do not trust the source, do not open or
= save this file. What s the risk?

You are now registered with the UK Data Service, and have downloaded your dataset! The data
should be downloaded to your desktop in a zip folder.

Suppose you have just downloaded the CSEW data files. In order to access these datasets, click to
open the CSEW 2011-2012.zip folder on your desktop. Click to open the UKDA-7252-spss folder, the
spss folder, and then the spss14 folder. You should now see the four CSEW data files.

» CSEW2011-2012zip » UKDA-T252-spss » spss » spssld

File Edit View Tools Help

Organize v Extract all iles =~ O @
B Downloads ~ *  Name ‘ Type Compressed size Password ..  Size
] Recent Pl
LSl (@ cew_apri1marl2_10-15_nvf.sav SPSS Statistics Data Dacu... 780KB Mo
(@ csew_aprl1marl2 10-15 visav $PSS Statistics Data Docu. 13KE No
54 Libraries .
(@ csew_aprilmanl2_nvsav 5SS Statistics Data Docu... 14092K8 No 1
) () cew_apri1manl2 vi.sav SPSS Statistics Data Docu.. 2123K8 No
18 Computer [UOS-01
B 0SDisk (C1)
3 resource ()
53 Filestore (K:)
s Local Disk (V2
€ Network 1

1, CSEW 2011-20127i
| UKDA-7252-spss
mrdoc
spss

| spssl4

4 items

For the CSEW specifically, the four data files available in the download represent the non-victim and
victim questionnaire answers of both adult and child respondents. For our purposes on this site, our
focus is on adult experience of police, so the only dataset file we'll be working with is
csew_aprllmarl2_nvf.sav, which is the dataset representing the adult non-victim questionnaire
data. If you were interested in investigating the crime experienced by children ages 10 to 15, you
could use the data file csew_aprllmarl2_10-15_vf.sav, which records the answers to victim
guestionnaires for respondents between the ages of 10 and 15.

When you download the CSEW and YCS from the UK Data Service, in addition to the datasets, you
will also have downloaded copies of the questionnaires used in the surveys. These survey documents
can be extremely helpful when outlining an area of research, because they provide you with the
structure of survey itself and allow you to see which respondents were asked which questions. Let’s
find the adult non-victim questionnaire.
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For the CSEW, the survey questionnaires can be found by selecting UKDA-7252-spss in the CSEW
2011-2012.zip folder. Next, click on the mrdoc folder, and select pdf. Here, you’ll see five PDF files,
including the dataset user guide and survey questionnaire for the youth aged 10-15 survey, Volume
One of the CSEW 2011-2012 Technical Report, and the dataset user guide and survey questionnaire
for the adult survey. Click on 7252_csew_2011-12_adult_questionnaire.pdf. This will open the
CSEW 2011-2012 Adults (Aged 16 and Over) Questionnaire.

= | 15 ]
. ’ - -
» CSEW2011-2012zip » UKDA-7253-spss b mrdoc b pdf ~ [ #2 ][ Search pat ol

File Edit View Tools Help

Organize = Extract all files =~ E@J

B Desktop “ Name Type Compressed size Password ..  Size

& Downloads — .
%) 7252_csew 2011-12 10-15 dataset ... Adobe Acrobat Document 500 KB No

") 7252_csew 201112 10.15 year_old.. Adobe Acrobat Decument 23KE Mo
. 77252 csew 2011-12_adult_question A cument 1345KB No
=4 Libraries p— -

) 7252_csew 2OL1-12.80uls_dataset..  Adobe Acrobat Document 583 KB No
" 7252_csew_2011-2012 technicalrep... Adabe Acrobat Document 396 KE No

L] Recent Places

1% Computer [UOS-01|
B8 OSDisk (C)
5 resaurce (I
¥ Filestore (K3)
& Local Disk (V)

m

€ Network

1) CSEW 2011-2012.zi
UKDA-7252-spss
mrdoc
allissue
. pdf
| UKDA - i v

In this document, you can explore the structure of the CSEW questionnaire and see exactly which
guestions were asked of the respondents in each of the four follow-up modules. It’s easy to use the
survey gquestionnaire to find out detailed information about variables you are interested in using.
Just use the search bar at the top of questionnaire document to search for key words or variable
names. These searches can tell you things like which respondents answered what questions or how
many variables are suitable to your research.

This information is important because it can help shape which variables we select when we begin
analysing our data. The CSEW dataset contains responses from over 46,000 participants and includes
2324 variables, which is quite a lot of data (probably more than you have experienced before).
Fortunately, this amount of data only looks overwhelming. Once you have formulated a research
guestion and have directed your investigation, you can focus on only the data on variables that
concern your research. We know we are interested in respondent experience of police, so when we
start analysing the data, we know where to direct our attention.

Each section of this site will begin with a focused research question that draws from data either in
the CSEW or YCS. Each research question we construct will inform which dataset we use and what
statistical analyses we perform.
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